
The Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and

Fisheries (LDWF)
Enforcement Division is
currently seeking inter-
ested candidates who
want to become LDWF
enforcement agents for
their next LDWF Cadet
Training Program, which
is scheduled for
November of 2006.

Interested applicants
must complete the
LEAPS 7500 Civil Service
test before Friday, Aug. 25 in order to qualify for the posi-
tion.  After taking the test, applicants must submit their
applications with supporting documentation to LDWF by
fax or mail postmarked no later than Sept. 1.  Applications
that are e-mailed will not be accepted.

Applications are available online at www.civilservice.gov,
any state agency's human resources office or job service
office.  For information about the job vacancy, the required
documentation for the application and contact informa-
tion, please visit http://www. d s c s . s t a t e . l a . u s / a s p / c s j o b-
search/Search/Jobs.htm.

All cadets start receiving state benefits and pay from the
first day of training.  The starting pay is $2,383.56 per
month.  Cadets will train in Baton Rouge Monday through
Friday, but will be allowed to go home on the weekends.  

“This is one of the greatest jobs in the world if you enjoy
law enforcement work and have a love for the outdoors,”
LDWF Enforcement Division's Lt. Col. Keith LaCaze
said.  “The job is exciting and challenging and can involve
search and rescue resulting in saving lives.” 

LaCaze said that he would like to have 24 cadets in this
class and that an agent's life is never boring.  “It is season-

al in nature as the job changes according to the time of
year with hunting regulations enforcement in the fall and
winter and boating and fishing in the spring and summer.”

Applicants should only apply for those parishes in which
they would be willing to live and work and must submit a
separate application with supporting documentation for
each parish where they would choose to work.

For more information about testing and application infor-
mation please visit www.civilservice.louisiana.gov or
www.yourfuture.louisiana.com or call the LDWF's Human
Resources Office at 225-765-2851.

For more information, contact Angelle Porche at 225-765-
2851 or aporche@wlf.louisiana.gov.
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YOUTH WATERFOWL LOTTERY HUNT SCHEDULED FOR SHER-
BURNE W.M.A. DURING DECEMBER

For the second year the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) will be providing
youth waterfowl lottery hunts on the Sherburne

Wildlife Management Area (WMA).   The hunts will take
place at the WMA's North Farm Waterfowl Area on
Saturday, Dec. 2, and on Dec. 21 and 28, both Thursdays.
Applications are due by Oct. 6.

Applicants for the youth lottery hunt must be between 10-
15 years old.  A $5 non-refundable check or money order
made payable to LDWF is required with each application.
Submitting more than one application will result in dis-
qualification.  

Applications can be mailed to Youth Lottery Waterfowl
Hunt - Sherburne WMA, Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898.  Applications are available at LDWF region offices
and on the Web site at http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/hunt-
ing/regulations/wma/lotteryhunts.

Winners will be notified by mail with the lottery permit.
Successful youth applicants must have an escort at least 18
years old.  Only the youth will be allowed to shoot during
these hunts. Hunts will be conducted from blinds with
experienced hunters serving as guides.  Decoys will be
provided at each of the three blind locations.  Each hunter
will be assigned to a specific blind on the day of the hunt. 

The Sherburne hunt area has been intensively developed
and managed for wintering waterfowl.  Lottery hunts
allow the department to manage hunting pressure, pro-
mote quality hunting experiences and still provide benefi-
cial winter habitat for wetland dependent species.  

"This area usually attracts a large number of waterfowl
and has been managed as a sanctuary during the past sev-
eral years" said Robert Helm, Waterfowl Program
Manager.  “We think this limited hunting will not disrupt
this sanctuary effect and should also provide some excit-
ing times for a few lucky young hunters.” 

Youth hunters must possess a hunter safety certification or
proof of a successful completion of a hunter safety course.

If the escort is in possession of a hunter safety certifica-
tion, a valid hunting license or proof of completion of a
hunter safety course, this requirement is waived for the
youth.

For more information, contact Robert Helm at 225-765-
2358 or rhelm@wlf.louisiana.gov.

WATERFOWL LOTTERY HUNTS TO
BE HELD ON SHERBURNE W.M.A.

The Sherburne Wildlife Management Area (WMA)
South Farm Complex will be open for lottery water-
fowl hunts during the 2006-07 hunting season.  

LDWF has scheduled the hunting dates on the W M A f o r
N o v. 18, Dec. 2, 16, 23, 30, and Jan. 6, 13, 20 and 27.
Applications for these lottery hunts are due on Oct. 6.
Applicants must be at least 18 years old to participate in the
l o t t e r y.  In addition to these pre-application hunts, which
are all on Saturdays, lottery hunts will also be conducted on
Tuesday and Thursdays during the season.  On-site draw-
ings will be conducted at 4:30 a.m. each Tuesday and
Thursday for these hunts.

A $5 non-refundable check or money order made payable
to LDWF is required with each application.  Only one
application per hunting date and three total applications for
the hunting season are allowed per applicant.  A p p l i c a t i o n s
can be mailed to Sherburne W M A Waterfowl Lottery
Application, LDWF, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898.  Applications are available at any LDWF region
o ffice or at their Web site at www. w l f . l o u i s i a n a . g o v / h u n t-
i n g / r e g u l a t i o n s / w m a / l o t t e r y h u n t s .

Successful applicants will be notified by mail and required
to submit an additional $10 check or money order.  Wi n n e r s
can invite two guests for the hunt.  Upon receipt of the pay-
ment, three permits will be mailed to the chosen applicant.
Winners must arrive on the site by 4:30 a.m. and hunts will
be completed by noon.      

All hunters must have appropriate licenses.  No licenses
will be available at the hunting site.  
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OPERATION GAME THIEF NOW HAS ONLINE FORM AVAILABLE 

Operation Game Thief now has
an online form to make it eas-
ier to report an outdoors asso-

ciated violation to the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Enforcement Division (LDWF).

The form can be found at LDWF's new
Web site at www.wlf.louisiana.gov by
highlighting “Public Services” from
the top menu and then highlighting
“Enforcement” and then by finally
clicking the “Operation Game T h i e f ”
link.  After arriving to the Operation
Game Thief page, just scroll to the bot-
tom and answer the questions on the
form then hit submit.  The form is then
forwarded to an LDWF enforcement
agent who will investigate the situa-
t i o n .

“ With this new online form, the public
now has an easier and more eff e c t i v e
way to help our enforcement agents
perform their jobs,” LDWF

Enforcement Division Lt. Col. Keith
LaCaze said.  “The form gives us a lot
of information about a potential viola-
tor that we can print out for the inves-
tigation.  We strongly encourage the
public to use this form.”

Operation Game Thief is a non-profit
corporation funded and managed by
volunteer Louisiana sportsmen since
1984.  They meet quarterly to review

outdoor related cases resulting from
information provided by program par-
ticipants.  

If the information provided by
Operation Game Thief results in an
arrest, the participant is eligible for a
cash reward.  The amount is deter-
mined by Operation Game Thief mem-
bers and is based on a scale of a $100
minimum for small game, $300 mini-
mum for big game or illegal selling of
game or fish and a maximum of
$1,000 for large-scale cases.  More
than $175,000 in rewards has been dis-
pensed to participants since the pro-
gram started.  Information provided by
Operation Game Thief informants has
also resulted in the apprehension of
more than 700 violators.

For more information, contact Keith
LaCaze at 225-765-2985 or kla -
c a z e @ w l f . l o u i s i a n a . g o v.

TERREBONNE PARISH MEN CITED FOR ILLEGAL SHRIMPING

LDWF Enforcement Division agents cited Wallace
Trosclair Jr., 17, and Adrian Trosclair, 20, both of
Houma for allegedly using skimmer nets during a

closed season on July 27.

The two received the citations after agents witnessed the
men using their vessel, which was a 29-foot skiff equipped
with skimmer nets and frames to catch shrimp in Oyster
Bayou located in Terrebonne Parish.  The inshore shrimp-
ing season is not set to open until Aug. 14 in this area.

Agents seized 839 pounds of shrimp which were later sold
to an area seafood dealer at the fair market value of $839.
That money will be kept until disposition of this case by
the Terrebonne Parish District Attorney's Office.  The nets
were also seized as evidence in this case.  Their skiff was
seized under a LDWF seizure order form.

If convicted both men face fines between $400 to $750, or
jail time up to 120 days, or both plus court costs.  In addi-
tion to any and all other penalties, for the first conviction
of shrimping during the closed season the court may
revoke or suspend the violators trawl, skimmer and butter-
fly gear licenses for one year from the date of the convic-
tion.  During such revocation or suspension, the violator
may be present on a vessel harvesting or possessing shrimp
or possessing a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly net only if the
vessel is equipped with and employs an operating vessel
monitoring system which is accessible to LDWF. The
court shall also sentence the violator to perform 40 hours
of community service in a litter abatement program if
available.  

Agents involved in this case were Sgt. Ross Mire and
Agent David Boudreaux.
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For the latest news, maps and information, 
visit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

ARTIFICIAL REEF EXPANDED AT REDFISH POINT  

An artificial reef in western
Vermilion Bay, just south of
Intracoastal City, Louisiana

was expanded over the weekend of
August 5.  The reef, Redfish Point,
was once a very productive reef, but
has deteriorated in recent years.  This
enhancement to the Louisiana
Artificial Reef Program will increase
the hard bottom-fishing habitat for
Louisiana anglers.

“This area was once a series of relic
shell beach ridges that has eroded
away over time due to coastal erosion
problems and restoring it should help
to bring back the abundant fisheries
that existed in that part of Vermilion
Bay for many years.  In the late 1970's
and again in the 1990's LDWF began
restoring the area with the addition of
relic clam shell.  Restoration of this
reef has become even more critical
after damages caused by Hurricane
Rita's storm surge and wave action,”
said Paul Cook, biologist manager of
LDWF's Marine Fisheries Division. 

LDWF in partnership with the Coastal
Conservation Association of
Louisiana along with the NOAA
(Lafayette Office) is coordinating the
effort to rebuild the reef at Redfish
Point.  The reef project received a
huge boost when Shell Oil Company
announced its donation of $100,000 to
the reef.  Funding was also provided
by CCA Louisiana Matt Durand
Construction and NAPA Auto Parts.  

“Partnerships of this type make up the
backbone of LDWF's Artificial Reef
Programs,” said Rick Kasprzak,
LDWF's Marine Fisheries Division
artificial reef coordinator.

The reef will benefit Louisiana's
growing recreational fishing industry,
which has a total economic impact of
over $1.6 billion on the state's econo-
my.  “The Redfish Point reef is a long-
term project, which will make this
important area even more attractive to
anglers,” said Jeff Angers, executive
director of CCA Louisiana. 

The reef is constructed of approxi-
mately 3,500 tons of crushed lime-
stone, which is the material of choice
for the creation of low-profile artifi-
cial reefs.  It minimizes the impacts on
other user groups such as shrimping
and navigational interests.  The lime-
stone was transported directly to
Vermilion Bay from the quarry in
Missouri via the Mississippi River and
Intracoastal Waterway. The reef mate-
rial was unloaded and placed on the
floor of Vermilion Bay (latitude 29
degrees 40 minutes 40 seconds N and
longitude 92 degrees 07 minutes 06
seconds W).

The reef's location will be listed on
LDWF's Web site at
w w w.wlf.louisiana.gov and CCA's
Web site at www.CCALouisiana.com. 

For more information, contact Rick
Kasprzak at 225-765-2375 or
rkasprzak@wlf.louisiana.gov.

KENNER MAN CITED FOR ILLEGAL FISH IN L A F O U R C H E PA R I S H

Enforcement agents from the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries cited Edward Rodriguez
Jr., 56, of Kenner on July 29 for allegedly possess-

ing undersized speckled trout and bull shark.

Agents were patrolling the Port Fourchon area of
Lafourche Parish when they encountered Rodriguez.
During the course of an inspection to ensure compliance
with state and federal fishing and boating safety regula-
tions, the agents discovered ten speckled trout under the
legal 12-inch minimum size limit as well as one bull shark
measuring under the legal 54-inch size limit.

If convicted of possession of undersized speckled trout,
Rodriguez faces fines between $100 and $350, or jail time
up to 60 days, or both plus court costs, a $25 fine per fish
under 12 inches, and revocation of any fishing licenses for
up to three years.  

If convicted of possession of undersized bull shark, he
faces a fine between $100 and $350, or jail time up to 60
days, or both plus court costs.

Agents involved in this case were Sgt. Davis Madere, Sgt.
Chad Hebert and Sr. Agent William Boyd.


