
Glenn Capdepon now holds the Louisiana record for
the largest “farm retrap” alligator ever captured
after hauling in a 12 and a half footer on Sept. 10

in Tensas Parish.

Capdepon, of Youngsville, noticed a notch in the tail scutes
following the harvest. Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries (LDWF) personnel had notched the tail and
inserted a tag between the alligator's toes on Aug. 28, 1993
at an alligator farm. The male alligator was just 44 inches
long at the time and part of the department's alligator
management program. 

“Often in larger alligators, the small web tags placed
between the alligator's toes on the hind feet can be lost
with time,” said LDWF Alligator Biologist Ruth Elsey.
“This alligator, however, retained the tag, providing
valuable data for the program.”

LDWF biologists said the alligator grew well over eight
inches a year in the 13 years between release and recap-
ture.  It was released about eight miles north of where it
was later harvested.

In most years, LDWF marks some 40,000 to 50,000
juvenile alligators at farms around the state to be
released in wetland areas.  These controlled releases
ensure population recruitment for future generations.
Like duck bands recovered by duck hunters, the web
tags reported by alligator trappers help department biol-
ogists monitor alligator growth, survival and dispersal.  

“We encourage all trappers to report any marked alligators
they harvest,” said Elsey.  “Even if the foot/web tag has
fallen out with growth of the alligator, it is still helpful to
the department to receive information on the tail notches
on the alligators, which indicate the year of release.”

LDWF has managed the state's American alligator popula-
tion since the 1960s.  
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RECORD “RE-TRAP” ALLIGATOR HARVESTED 

Glenn Capdepon (right) and Brandon Jackson with two large
alligators taken in Louisiana's 2006 fall harvest.  The alligator
on the left measured 12 feet, 6 inches, and had been released
to the wild at 44 inches in August 1993 as part of the state's
egg “ranching” program

Record “Re-trap” continued on page 2
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RECORD “RE-TRAP” continued from page 1
Over the years, carefully designed research projects have
led to successful “sustained use” harvest programs of wild
sub-adult and adult alligators, as well as alligator eggs
which can be collected by licensed alligator farmers from
suitable wetland habitats statewide. 

These programs benefit the many Louisiana citizens who
choose to participate, including private landowners, alli-
gator trappers, alligator farmers, alligator buyers, dealers
and their employees.  In 2005, the value of alligator hides
and meat was approximately $40 million.  Despite the
devastating hurricanes of 2005, the resilient alligator
remains a valuable resource for our state. Conservative
harvest quotas were set for the 2006 season after careful
review of survey data.

Louisiana alligator trappers have caught dozens of re-traps
in the 10-foot size class, and several re-traps in the 11-foot
size class; but the Tensas Parish alligator is the first to
attain 12 feet in length.

One of the most important parts of the alligator program
involves the mandatory release of alligators from farms to
the wild.  Because alligator farmers are allowed to collect
eggs from the wild, which helps avoid natural mortality
factors such as flooding, predation and desiccation,
LDWF must replace the portion of juvenile alligators to
the wild that department estimates would have survived on
their own had the eggs not been collected.  

Extensive research suggests this is about 14 percent of the
eggs hatched.  Thus, the alligator farmer may keep 86 per-
cent of the hatchlings obtained from collected eggs, grow
these to harvestable size and sell the valuable hides and
meat.  The other 14 percent must be released back to the
wetlands from which the eggs were collected within two
years of collection, when the alligators are around 4 or 5
feet in length. 

In addition to citizens who participate in the harvest pro-
grams, many non-consumptive users benefit from the wild
alligator resource.  The mystique and aesthetic value of
seeing a large wild alligator is of value to locals and visi-
tors to our state.  Many tourists and photographers travel
long distances for the opportunity to get a glimpse of this
unique species in the wild. 

The LDWF alligator program has evolved from the first
small, very limited, wild harvest back in 1972, to the high-
ly regulated multi-million dollar industry it is now. LDWF
hopes to continue improving the alligator program for the
future benefit of Louisiana's citizens. 

Ruth M. Elsey is a Biologist Manager in the Office of
Wildlife, Fur and Refuge Division.  An LDWF employee
since 1991, she works in the department's alligator man-
agement and research programs.

For more information, contact Ruth Elsey at 337-538-
2276 or relsey@wlf.louisiana.gov.

COMMERCIAL KING MACKEREL
SEASON CLOSED ON OCT. 6 

The commercial season for king mackerel in
Louisiana waters closed at 12 noon on Thursday,
October 6, 2006.  The decision was made by

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Acting
Secretary Janice A. Lansing, as authorized by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  At its
January 2006 meeting, the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission gave the Secretary of the Department the
authority to close the commercial season for king macker-
el in Louisiana state waters when she is informed that the
designated portion of the commercial king mackerel quota
has been filled, or was projected to be filled.  Acting on
information from LDWF biologists, the National Marine
Fisheries Service and the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, Acting Secretary Lansing signed a
declaration of emergency for the closure.

The closure in Louisiana state waters follows the closure
of the commercial king mackerel fishery in federal waters
of the Gulf of Mexico off of Louisiana.  Each year, a com-
mercial quota is established for Gulf group king mackerel
by NMFS based on recommendations by the Gulf and
South Atlantic Fishery Management Councils. That figure
is then divided into allocations for various zones and fish-
eries.  According to the best information available, the
1.01 million pound commercial quota of king mackerel for
the western zone should have been harvested by Oct. 6,
2006.
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L.D.W.F. ENFORCEMENT AGENTS APPREHEND JENNINGS MAN 

Agents from the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries Enforcement

Division cited a man in Cameron
Parish for an alleged violation of the
Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act per-
taining to the daily limit of teal on
Sept. 25.

LDWF Agents cited Thomas E.
Harelson, 50, of Jennings for taking
and possessing over the daily limit of
teal.  

Agents were working the Grand Lake
marsh conducting surveillance on
duck blinds and heard frequent gun-
shots in the area Harelson was hunting.

Agents located the pond and duck
blind Harelson was hunting in and dis-
covered 44 freshly killed blue wing
teal in the blind and pond.  The daily

limit for teal is four per person.  T h e
teal were seized and donated to chari-
t y.

Violations of the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act are punishable by fines up
to $5,000, jail tiem up to six months, or
both.  The case will be prosecuted by
the U.S. Attorney's Off i c e .

Agents participating in the case were
Sgt. Aaron Monceaux and A g e n t
Derek Logan.

For more information, contact Lt. Col.
Keith LaCaze at
klacaze@wlf.louisiana.gov or 225-
7 6 5 - 2 9 8 8 .

N.W.T.F. DONATIONS BENEFIT LDWF HUNTER EDUCATION

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF) Hunter Education Program
officially recognized the National Wild Turkey

Foundation (NWTF) at the October Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission meeting for donations valued
at $25,200.

The donations by NWTF State Chapter President
Mike Rainwater and Vice President Glenn Thomas
were accepted by LDWF Hunter Education
Coordinator John Sturgis.

“The Federation is pleased to fund these vital hunter
safety teaching tools so those learning the basics of
safe outdoor recreation can be properly trained,” said
Rainwater.

One donation for $19,000 provides for the purchase of
equipment for the National Archery in the School Program
(NASP) that LDWF is introducing around the state.  Eight
NASP kits have been purchased for LDWF use.  The
instructional equipment will be stationed at LDWF hunter
education offices and used to train school teachers to
become archery instructors within their schools.

An additional donation of $6,200 will provide for a mobile
air rifle trailer to facilitate live fire training.  The trailer can
be transported as needed to allow hunter education stu-
dents to complete their coursework when a shooting range
is not available near the course classroom. 

For more information, contact John Sturgis 225-763-5448.

National Wild Turkey Federation Representatives  were on hand to
present LDWF a $25,200 donation at October’s LWFC meeting.
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For the latest news, maps and information, 
visit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

L.D.W.F. AND LSU ANNOUNCE $500 DONATION FROM BATON
ROUGE BUSINESS FOR JOINT DEER TELEMETRY PROJECT

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF) and Louisiana State University (LSU)
recently received a $500 donation from A c o u s t i c a l

Specialties and Supply Inc. to help purchase equipment
and supplies for a new deer telemetry project that will
begin in the fall of 2006.  The project is titled “Population
Characteristics of a White-tailed Deer Herd in a
Bottomland Hardwood Forest of South-central
L o u i s i a n a . ”

“This generous donation from Acoustical Specialties and
Supply Inc. will greatly improve the success of this
research project,” said LDWF Deer Program Manager
Scott Durham.  “I would like to personally thank them for
their support and interest in this project.” 

H o w e v e r, donations for research supplies are still needed.
Any person or organization interested in contributing
financially to the project should contact Scott Durham,
LDWF Deer Program manager, at 2000 Quail Drive,
Baton Rouge, LA 70898 or by phone at 225-765-2351.  A
fund held by the South Louisiana Quality Deer
Management Association has been established to accept
the tax deductible donations.  

Acoustical Specialties and Supply Inc. is located on 12433
South Choctaw Drive in Baton Rouge, La.  They have
been in business since 1975 and supply building materials
to residential and commercial contractors throughout
Louisiana and the southern areas of Mississippi.  They can
be contacted by visiting their Web site at www. a s s i -
b r. c o m .

A. Wilbert's Sons L.L.C. is the primary landowner and
cooperator and is also providing technical, logistical and
housing support for the researchers.  Michael J.
Chamberlain, Ph.D. representing the Louisiana State
U n i v e r s i t y ’s  School of Renewable Natural Resources,
will direct the research.  

The primary objectives of the study are to assess range
and movements of male and female white-tailed deer,
evaluate age and sex-specific harvest rates of white-tailed
deer and evaluate survival and causes of death among
male and female white-tailed deer.

“This telemetry project will provide valuable information
for Louisiana deer and land managers,” said LDWF Deer
Program Manager Scott Durham.  “This information will
help refine management plans dedicated towards improv-
ing herd health and quality. ”

Researchers will conduct the study on approximately
40,000 acres of bottomland hardwood forest located west
of Baton Rouge and east of the Atchafalaya Basin.  T h e
study area is currently leased to more than 30 private
hunting clubs, and each club belongs to a cooperative that
promotes quality deer management on the property.  

White-tailed deer are an important economic and recre-
ational resource across their entire range.  In Louisiana
and other southeastern states, land managers are choosing
strategies geared toward developing quality deer herds.
Because this management regime involves restricting har-
vest of younger-age-class bucks and increasing the har-
vest of females to lower herd density, substantial interest
exists in understanding the effects of quality deer manage-
ment on population characteristics. 

For more information, contact Scott Durham at
s d u rham@wlf.louisiana.gov or 225-765-2351.

Please visit LDWF’s
Web site at

www.wlf.louisiana.gov
for the latest news


