
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF) and Louisiana State University (LSU)
recently received a $6,670 donation from the

Louisiana Quality Deer Management A s s o c i a t i o n
(QDMA) State Chapter to help purchase equipment and
supplies for a new deer telemetry project that started this
fall.  The project is titled “Population Characteristics of a
White-tailed Deer Herd in a Bottomland Hardwood Forest
of South-central Louisiana.”

“This generous donation from the Louisiana QDMA State
Chapter will greatly improve the success of this research
project,” said LDWF Deer Program Manager Scott
Durham.  “I would like to personally thank them for their
support and interest in this project.” 

However, donations for research supplies are still needed.
Any person or organization interested in contributing
financially to the project should contact Scott Durham,
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Deer
Program Manager, at 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA
70898 or by phone at 225-765-2351. 

QDMA was founded in 1988 and is a non-profit wildlife
conservation organization dedicated to ensuring a high
quality and sustainable future for white-tailed deer and
white-tailed deer hunting.  QDMA currently has over
40,000 members in all 50 states.  Louisiana has four
QDMA branches in Alexandria, Monroe, Benton and
Baton Rouge, and the state chapter is in Alexandria.  For
information about joining your local QDMA branch or
chapter please contact Bob Stevens at 318-445-9224 or
visit their Web site at www.qdma.com.  

A. Wilbert's Sons L.L.C. is the primary landowner and
cooperator and is also providing technical, logistical and
housing support for the researchers.  Michael J.
Chamberlain, Ph.D., representing the Louisiana State
University School of Renewable Natural Resources, is
directing the research.  

The primary objectives of the study are to assess range and
movements of male and female white-tailed deer, evaluate
age and sex-specific harvest rates of white-tailed deer and
evaluate survival and causes of death among male and
female white-tailed deer.

“This telemetry project will provide valuable information
for Louisiana deer and land managers,” said Scott
Durham.  “This information will help refine management
plans dedicated to improving herd health and quality.”

Researchers are conducting the study on approximately
40,000 acres of bottomland hardwood forest located west
of Baton Rouge and east of the Atchafalaya Basin.  The
study area is currently leased to more than 30 private hunt-
ing clubs, and each club belongs to a cooperative that pro-
motes quality deer management on the property.

White-tailed deer are an important economic and recre-
ational resource across their entire range.  In Louisiana and
other southeastern states, land managers are choosing
strategies geared toward developing quality deer herds.
Because this management regime involves restricting har-
vest of younger-age-class bucks and increasing the harvest
of females to lower herd density, substantial interest exists
in understanding the effects of quality deer management
on population characteristics. 

For more information, contact Scott Durham at
sdurham@wlf.louisiana.gov or 225-765-2351.
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PORTION OF LOUISIANA OFFSHORE TERRITORIAL WATERS
CLOSED TO SHRIMPING BEGINNING JANUARY 8

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission announced a shrimping
closure in a portion of Louisiana off-

shore territorial (outside) waters at its Jan. 4,
2007 meeting.  The action protects small
white shrimp currently over-wintering in
these areas as well as additional over-winter-
ing white shrimp anticipated to recruit to
these waters.

The closure area includes that portion of
state outside waters, south of the
Inside/Outside Shrimp Line as described in
LA R.S. 56:495, from the western shore of
Freshwater Bayou Canal at 92 degrees 18
minutes 33 seconds west longitude to the U.S. Coast
Guard navigational light off the northwest shore of Caillou
Boca at 29 degrees 03 minutes 10 seconds north latitude
and 90 degrees 50 minutes 27 seconds west longitude.
This closure will become effective Monday, Jan. 8, 2007
at 6 a.m.  All state outside waters east of the U.S. Coast
Guard navigational light off the northwest shore of Caillou
Boca as well as state outside waters west of Freshwater
Bayou Canal will remain open to shrimping.  

According to LA R.S. 56:498.B(1), the possession count
on saltwater white shrimp shall average no more than 100
(whole shrimp) count per pound except during the time
period from Oct. 15 through the third Monday in
December when there shall be no count.  Current sampling
conducted by Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF) Marine Fisheries Division biologists
has indicated that white shrimp in this portion of
Louisiana outside waters average smaller than 100 count
per pound minimum legal size.  This action protects these
small white shrimp and provides increased opportunity for
growth to larger more valuable sizes.

The commission also authorized the LDWF Secretary to
close any part of remaining state outside waters if biolog-
ical and technical data indicate the need to do so and to re-
open any closed area when the closure is no longer neces-
sary. The secretary is also authorized to open and close
special shrimp seasons in portions of inside waters where

such a season would not detrimentally affect developing
brown shrimp.

All inside waters currently remain closed to shrimping
with the exception of those portions of Breton and
Chandeleur Sounds as described by the double-rig line
(LA R.S.56:495.1.(A)2) which will close March 31, 2007
at 6 a.m.

For more information, contact Martin Bourgeois at 225-
765-2401 or mbourgeois@wlf.louisiana.gov.

SPRING SQUIRREL SEASON SET

The LWFC adopted the first ever Louisiana spring
squirrel season at their Jan. 4 meeting.  

The spring squirrel season dates will run from May 5 to 27
in 2007 and from May 3 to 25 in 2008 on private lands.
WMA hunts will be open from May 5 to 13 in 2007 and
from May 3 to 11 in 2008 on the following WMAs:
Bodcau, Boeuf, Clear Creek, Little River, Maurepas
Swamp (East Tract), Russell Sage and Sherburne.  The
daily bag limit is three with a possession limit of 6.  

Squirrel hunting will be closed in the Kisatchie National
Forest, on National Wildlife Refuges, Wi l d l i f e
Management Areas not listed above and U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers property.
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THREE MEN ARRESTED FOR ALLEGED DEER VIOLATIONS

Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries
Enforcement Division agents

arrested three Louisiana residents for
alleged deer violations that took place
in and around the area of the Estelle 2
pump station in Marrero on Dec. 15.

Agents responded to a call that gun-
shots were heard after legal shooting
hours in a wooded area near the pump
station.  They set up surveillance on
the scene and saw three men cleaning
whitetail deer at the pump station.
The men were stopped and identified
as Jeremy Kinley, 25, of Harvey,
Jason M. Daigle, 21, of Covington,
and Brian M. Baudoin, 47, also of
Harvey.  Baudoin is employed as the
pump operator for the Estelle 2 pump
station and was on duty at the time.

Further investigation determined that
Baudoin had opened the locked gates
around the pump station, giving
Kinley and Daigle access to the wood-

ed area surrounding the pump.  Kinley
and Daigle both gave statements that
Baudoin had allowed them to shoot
the deer from the pump station prop-
erty after legal shooting hours and
then left his station and transported
them onto private property to retrieve
the deer. The two high-powered rifles
used in the violation were seized as
evidence.  Three whitetail deer were
also seized and later donated. 

Baudoin, Kinley and Daigle were
each arrested for hunting deer during
illegal hours, possession of illegally
taken deer, possession of over the
legal limit of deer and criminal tres-
passing. 

The above violations vary from Class
3 to Class 6 and can carry a penalty
range between a $250 to $950 fine, or
jail time up to 90 days, or both plus
court costs for each offense.  Civil
penalties will also be assessed for the
value of the three-whitetail deer at
$524.54 per deer.

Agents participating in the case were
Lt. Stephen McManus, Sgt. James
Gregoire and Senior Agents Kris
Bourgeois and Jason Gernados.

For more information, contact Lt.
Col. Keith LaCaze at 225-765-2988
or klacaze@wlf.louisiana.gov.

PIERRE PART MEN NETTED FOR SHAD GILLNET VIOLATIONS

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Enforcement Division agents cited four Pierre Part
men on Dec. 15, 2006 for allegedly violating shad

gillnet provisions.

Eno Domingue, 43, Eric Hue Sr. 50, Lance Metrejean, 29,
and Derrick Daigle, 21, all of Pierre Part were returning to
a landing in two separate vessels when agents stopped
them and found 45 pounds of garfish, 4 pounds of freshwa-
ter drum, 4 pounds of mullet and 54 pounds of catfish with
shad gillnets and shad. 

Agents seized the fish and donated them to charity. Agents
also placed both vessels and two 1,200-foot gill nets under
a departmental seizure order pending trial.

Agents received complaints of fisherman keeping fish
other than shad and skipjack taken with shad gillnets.  By
law, fishermen using shad gillnets may only keep skipjack
and shad when using such nets in Verret, Palourde and Lac
Des Allemands lakes.

If convicted, the men could pay fines up to $950, plus
court costs or be sentenced up to 120 days in jail.   

Agents participating in the case were Sgt. Winston Michel
and Agent Tyler Marroy.

For more information, contact Lt. Col. Keith LaCaze at
klacaze@wlf.louisiana.gov or 225-765-2988.
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For the latest news, maps and information, 
visit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

COMMISSION SETS 2007 REEF FISH COMMERCIAL SEASONS

Adeclaration of emergency, setting the 2007 com-
mercial fishing seasons for reef fish and setting
trip limits for grouper, was issued by Louisiana

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at their Jan. 4 2007
meeting, as recommended by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries. 

The commission also set a commercial trip and possession
limit for deep-water and shallow-water grouper combined
(black, misty, Warsaw, red, snowy, yellowedge, yellowfin
and yellowmouth groupers, red hind, rock hind, speckled
hind, gag and scamp), of 6,000 pounds per vessel.  

The commission authorized the LDWF Secretary to estab-
lish and modify trip and possession limits and to close the
season for the commercial harvest of any species or group
of species of reef fish in Louisiana state waters if he is
informed by the Regional Administrator of NMFS that the
applicable commercial quota has been harvested in the

Gulf of Mexico, and if he is requested by NMFS to enact
compatible regulations in Louisiana state waters.

The secretary was also authorized to re-open and close
those commercial seasons in Louisiana state waters if the
commercial season dates in the Federal waters of the Gulf
of Mexico have been modified, and that NMFS requests
that the season be modified in Louisiana state waters.
Such authority shall extend through Jan. 31, 2008.

The commission's actions ensure that regulations in state
waters will complement regulations of the National Marine
Fisheries Service for federally managed waters.  NMFS
and the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council typ-
ically request consistent regulations for Louisiana waters
to enhance effectiveness and enforceability of regulations.

For more information, contact Harry Blanchet at 225-765-
2889 or hblanchet@wlf.louisiana.gov.

L.W.F.C. APPROVES NOTICE OF INTENT FOR BAIT DEALERS

The Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission, in
action taken at their Jan. 4

meeting, adopted a notice of intent to
amend the Special Bait Dealer Permit
rule to allow for the use of certain
skimmer nets.  The LWFC intends to
allow permitted bait dealers to use two
skimmer nets having an individual net
frame size not more than 12 1/2 feet
measured horizontally or 12 feet
measured vertically or 17 1/3 feet
measured diagonally.

Current regulations limit special bait
dealer permittees to the use of a single
trawl not to exceed 25 feet measured
along the cork line and 33 feet along
the lead line.  Acting in response to
increased public demand for live bait,

which has often exceeded available
bait dealer supplies, the amended rule
would allow the use of skimmer nets
in the permitted bait fishery.  Several
studies have cited the efficiency of
skimmer nets in harvesting shrimp
resulting in a number of advantages
over traditional otter trawls including
increased survival of both target and
non-target catch.  

The commission also intends to allow
permitted bait dealers to harvest live
croaker in addition to live shrimp,
require applicants to post cash bonds
rather than optional surety bonds, pro-
hibit transfer of any shrimp or croaker
taken under the permit from one ves-
sel to another and revise record keep-
ing requirements.

Last amended in 1997, the Special
Bait Dealer Permit Rule is intended
solely for the benefit of the recreation-
al fishing public which desires to use
live shrimp and live croaker as bait
during closed shrimp season between
the spring and fall inshore shrimp sea-
sons.  Its purpose is to allow the unin-
terrupted operation of those commer-
cial establishments which sell live bait
to the fishing public during the spring
and fall inshore shrimp seasons.  The
special bait dealer permit is not
intended for the direct use of recre-
ational fishermen, charter boats, com-
mercial fishermen who sell dead bait,
or for any other entity which may
wish to catch bait for their own use
during closed shrimp season.  


