
LDWF recently completed sampling
efforts for the 2007-08 Avian Influence
Surveillance Program ahead of sched-

ule.  LDWF has never had a positive avian flu
test in any of their samplings to date and
avian flu has never been reported in migrato-
ry birds in North America.

LDWF sampled 200 wood ducks, 211 blue-
winged teal, 208 northern pintails and 164
shorebirds during the past biological year that
started in August 2007.  Louisiana's sam-
pling goals during the biological year
called for collecting 750 samples from
wild migratory birds. 

“Hunter-harvested birds accounted for the
highest percentage of samples,” said Nan
Huff, LDWF's wildlife disease coordina-
tor.  “Live wild bird sampling was coordinat-
ed with the LDWF's duck banding program.”

The surveillance program, which reflects a cooperative
relationship between LDWF and the USDA, is designed to
detect and identify subtypes of avian influenza viruses in
wild bird populations.  Wild birds in the Pacific, Central,
Mississippi and Atlantic flyways are sampled in all 50
U.S. states and select U.S. territories.  

“Louisiana's plan targets those species most likely to min-
gle with birds from Asia on breeding or migration routes
and transport the virus down the Mississippi Flyway to
Louisiana,” Huff said. “Samples from those birds have
been analyzed for presence of the Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza H5N1 virus.  We are happy to report that
we have zero findings of avian flu in any of our samples.” 

The immediate benefit of the surveillance program is to
provide timely disease monitoring.  Information is also
generated that will enhance future wild bird surveillance
campaigns and help mitigate possible impacts to domestic
poultry production facilities.

Avian influenza is an infection caused by the avian
influenza virus.  In nature, the virus occurs in wild aquat-
ic birds, such as ducks and shore birds.  The highly conta-
gious virus has persisted in the intestines of these birds for
millions of years; however, the virus typically does not
make the birds sick.  On the other hand, the virus can
infect and kill many domesticated birds, including chick-
ens, ducks and turkeys.
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L.D.W.F. COMPLETES 2007-08 AVIAN INFLUENZA SAMPLING 

LDWF Wildlife Disease Coordinator Nan Huff and Scott Woodruff with the
USDA's Wildlife Services are seen here at the French Fork Landing at
Catahoula Lake taking samples of migratory birds to test for avian flu.



Jan. 25, 2008     page 2

BASS ANGLER LICENSE PLATE NOW AVAILABLE

Bass fishing enthusi-
asts can now acces-
sorize their vehicle

or boat trailer with a new
Bass Angler License Plate
through the Louisiana
Office of Motor Vehicles
(OMV).

The Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Foundation
( LWFF) in conjunction
with the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF) created
the Bass Angler License
Plate to help fund the LDWF black bass stocking program.

The plates feature a Louisiana largemouth black bass
jumping out of the water set against a half water and sky
background.  The words “Bass Angler” are centered at the
bottom of the plate.

Bass Angler License Plates can be purchased at your local
Louisiana OMV or on their Web site at
http://omv.dps.state.la.us by going to the “Special Plates”
link.  

The plates are available for $26 each for vehicles and boat
trailers in addition to the regular license fee.

WHITE LAKE FISHING LOTTERY APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

LDWF is now accepting appli-
cations to participate in a lot-
tery drawing for fishing permit

access to the White Lake Wetlands
Conservation Area (WCA) between
March 15 and July 31, 2008.

A total of 75 permits will be issued in
the lottery drawing and winning
applicants will be notified of their
opportunity to purchase a permit for
$30.  

White Lake WCA is located south of
Gueydan in Vermilion Parish. 
The area that will be open for fishing
will be limited to the Florence Canal
and Oil Field Location canals off of
the Florence Canal.  There will be no
fishing in any of the WCA's marsh

areas or in the main camp canal or
other areas that are marked "NO
FISHING."  

Successful applicants will be provid-
ed a map of the fishing area.  Boats
used by permitees will be limited to
the use of motors with 40 horsepower
or less.  Additional rules and regula-
tions are outlined in an attachment to
the application. 

A non-refundable administrative fee
of $5 must accompany each complet-
ed application in the form of a check
or money order made payable to the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries.  Only one application per
person will be accepted, and submit-
ting more than one application will be

considered grounds for disqualifica-
tion.  Completed applications must be
received by LDWF by close of busi-
ness on Feb. 20, 2008. 

Applications may be mailed to:
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Attention: White Lake Fishing, P.O.
Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898.
They may also be turned in to Room
461 of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries Headquarters Building,
located at 2000 Quail Drive in Baton
Rouge.  

Persons interested in obtaining an
application may call the department at
225-765-2806 or download a copy
from the department's Web site at
www.wlf.louisiana.gov.
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WHITETAILS UNLIMITED DONATES NIGHT-VISION EQUIPMENT TO
L.D.W.F. REGION 5 ENFORCEMENT OFFICE

The Beauregard Parish chapter of
Whitetails Unlimited, Inc.
recently donated three sets of

electronic night-vision units to the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries Enforcement Division's
Region 5-A Unit is comprised of Allen,
Beauregard and Evangeline parishes.  

In making the donation, Bryan Redler,
president of the Beauregard Chapter of
Whitetails Unlimited, coordinated with
local enforcement agents from LDWF
and identified equipment needs that are
pertinent to the daily operational
requirements of enforcement agents.  Night-vision instru-
ments and capability came up repeatedly as a much sought
after piece of equipment by the agents due to the preva-
lence of night hunting activity, officer safety and search
and rescue efforts.  

The night vision units are comprised of a monocular style

optic with generation two plus capabil-
ity and include military specifications
for quality and performance.  

Whitetails Unlimited Inc., established
in 1982, is a national nonprofit organi-
zation.  The organization was devel-
oped and created to generate funding in
support of education, habitat conserva-
tion and the preservation of the hunting
tradition for the direct benefit of white-
tail deer and other wildlife.  

To date, Whitetails Unlimited fundrais-
ing activities and cost-share partner-

ships have generated over $46.4 million in support of their
goals.  Whitetails Unlimited has about 70,000 members
representing all 50 states and Canada and 452 chapters in
25 states.

For more information, contact Lt. Col. Keith LaCaze at
225-765-2988 or klacaze@wlf.louisiana.gov.

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES ISSUES
NOTICE OF INTENT FOR STATE WILDLIFE GRANTS PROGRAM

The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF)
has issued a notice of intent to

publish a Request For Proposals
(RFP) for “Conservation Contracts
Funded through the State Wi l d l i f e
Grants Program.”  

The anticipated date of publication for
the RFP is Feb. 8, 2008.  The due date
for proposals is anticipated to be
March 21, 2008.  

Interested parties are encouraged to
begin drafting proposals for conserva-
tion projects addressing wildlife or
fishery species of concern listed in the
Louisiana Comprehensive Wi l d l i f e

Conservation Strategy (Lester et al.,
2005, Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, Baton Rouge,
LA).  

This document, also referred to as the
Louisiana Wildlife Action Plan, is
available from the LDWF Web site at
w w w. w l f . l o u i s i a n a . g o v / e x p e r i e n c e / w i
ldlifeactionplan. 

Proposals will not be accepted prior to
the publication of the official RFP.

Any proposal sent to the LDWF prior
to publication of the RFP will be
returned to the sender.

Details on conservation priorities,
application procedures, evaluation cri-
teria, and proposal due dates will be
provided in the RFP.

This notice of intent is for informative
purposes only and is intended to give
interested parties additional time to
review the Louisiana Wildlife Action
Plan and to consider possible projects.

For more information, contact Andy
A rdoin at 225-765-0239 or aar -
doin@wlf.louisiana.gov.



Jan. 25, 2008     page 4

For the latest news and information, 
visit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

AVIAN INFLUENZA SAMPLING - Continued from page 1
The virus is shed from the infected birds through saliva,
nasal secretions and feces.  Infections occur when domes-
ticated fowl come into contact with infected water, dirt or
wild waterfowl.

Pigs have been shown to be a natural host for the virus and
can pass the flu to humans.  Pigs are an important step in
the virus as both the avian influenza virus and the human
influenza virus can infect the pig at the same time.  The two
viruses can also exchange genes and produce a newly
designed virus, which may be more or less severe than the
original viruses.

The virus does not normally spread from birds to humans.
However, in 1997, a virulent strain of avian flu, called
HPAI H5N1, was discovered that directly infected humans
from domesticated birds in Asia.  As of May 5, 2006, HPAI
H5N1 was responsible for the deaths of 114 of the 206 peo-
ple infected by the virus since 2003.  Virtually all of the
infected people had contracted the virus via direct contact
with infected poultry.

Since wild birds are a reservoir for the virus, which has
already spread across Asia, Europe, and parts of Africa,
concerns about the avian influenza virus spreading to
North America have been raised.  

Migrating waterfowl carry the H5N1 virus, often without
themselves becoming sick.  The HPAI H5N1 strain is caus-
ing concern because it is also a threat to domestic poultry.
For these reasons, LDWF has been actively participating in
the Avian Influenza Surveillance Program to monitor the
potential occurrence of Avian Influenza in North America.  

LDWF is receiving more and more calls regarding the
impacts of avian flu on waterfowl hunting seasons and the
safety of handling, preparing and consuming harvested
birds.  
“At this time, HPAI H5N1 has not been found in North
America and there is no known case where avian flu has
been passed from wild birds to humans,” Huff said.
“Consequently, the risk of hunters being infected is very

low.  However, we cannot guarantee there is no risk, and it
would be irresponsible to make predictions.”  

LDWF would like to again remind everyone, especially
hunters, to follow these common-sense guidelines:

-- As a general rule, people should enjoy wildlife from a
distance to both minimize disturbance and eliminate expo-
sure to any wildlife-borne health concerns. 
-- Do not handle wild birds, especially if sick or dead. 
-- Do not handle or eat sick birds.
-- Use disposable gloves while cleaning game.
-- Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling birds. 
-- Thoroughly clean hands, knives and cleaning surface
after cleaning game.
-- Make sure game is thoroughly cooked to165 degrees.

AGENTS RESCUE HUNTER ON 
MAUREPAS SWAMP W.M.A.

LDWF Enforcement Division agents rescued
Mitchell Guist, 43, of Gonzales, on the St. James
track of the Maurepas Swamp Wi l d l i f e

Management Area on Dec. 27.

At approximately 8 p.m., agents received a call that a
truck and boat trailer had been parked at the Grand
Point Boat Launch all day. The truck license plate was
checked with LDWF Dispatch, who notified the agents
that the truck belonged to Guist.    

Agents immediately conducted a search in the sur-
rounding swamp near the vessel location.  Around 11
p.m., approximately 1 1/2 miles from where the boat
was found, agents heard shouting from the waters edge.
Guist was located by a small fire he had built.  Guist
told agents he got lost while hunting and had to stop
when it got dark because he did not have a flashlight.  

Agents returned Guist to his boat and followed him in
to the boat launch.  Agents contacted LDWF Dispatch,
who notified his family he had been located.


