
LDWF, with funding assistance
from several conservation
partners, today announced the

purchase of more than 7,200 acres
within the boundaries of the Joyce
Wildlife Management A r e a
(WMA) from The Conservation
Fund (TCF). 

“The conservation and restoration
of our state's coastal wetlands, like
those found around Lake
Pontchartrain, are of utmost impor-
tance and these vital resources must
be protected for generations to
come,” said LDWF Secretary Robert
Barham.  “Our partners are to be com-
mended for making this happen.”

The nearly $2.2 million purchase was finalized during a
ceremony at the June 5 Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission (LWFC) meeting.  The land, formerly known
as the Octavia tract in Tangipahoa Parish, had previously
been leased from TCF.

“Coastal wetlands not only protect fragile ecosystems, but
also provide important public recreation opportunities,” said
Ray Herndon, TCF's director of the lower Mississippi
region.  “This effort is a testament to the power of partner-
ships. It proves that all sectors - governmental, corporate
and non-profit - can work together to achieve great out-
comes.  We commend all the parties involved, especially the
members of Octavia Partners, for their commitment to this
e ffort and their willingness to enable this important project.”

The funding sources making the purchase possible include
a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration grant
($1.67 million), a North American Wetland Conservation
Act grant ($392,000) and $100,000 from LDWF's Wildlife
Habitat Natural Heritage Trust Fund.  TCF was able to
reduce the state's purchase price with $450,000 provided
by a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grant through

its partnership with Shell Oil ($250,000) and private funds
donated through TCF by Ameriprise Financial ($200,000).

“We have to take the necessary steps to ensure the preser-
vation of Louisiana's natural environments,” said Senator
David Vitter in correspondence delivered to ceremony par-
ticipants.  “Our state's wetlands support a vibrant ecosys-
tem, provide recreational and educational opportunities to
Louisianans of all ages and are a critical component of
hurricane protection.  The conservation of these unique
areas will ensure their enjoyment by future generations of
Louisianans.”
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L . D . W. F. TO FEATURE CHESAPEAKE BAY RETRIEVER FOR 2009
DUCK STA M P C O M P E T I T I O N

The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF) has announced that

the Chesapeake Bay retriever will be
featured in the “Retrievers Save
Game” series for the 2009 Louisiana
Waterfowl Conservation Stamp, or
Louisiana Duck Stamp competition.

The Chesapeake Bay retriever must
be prominent in the design, and each
entry must also include live waterfowl
selected by the artist.  Artists may also
choose to include harvested water-
fowl, duck decoys, hunting scenes
and other backgrounds along with
wetland habitats.

After 16 years of featuring waterfowl,
the program switched to the retriever's
series four years ago, because all of
the popular waterfowl species had
already been used.  

“Instead of repeating one of the previ-
ously used ducks or geese, we decid-
ed on this new approach,” said Robert
Helm, LDWF waterfowl program
manager.  “We were encouraged by
last year's participation in the retriev-
er series and look forward to addition-
al entries this year.” 

Chesapeake Bay retrievers were
developed to hunt waterfowl under
the most adverse weather and water
conditions, often having to break ice
during the course of retrieves.  They
are powerfully built animals with
moderate size.  The Chesapeake's
skull is broad and round with jaws of
sufficient length and strength to carry
large game birds.  They wear a dou-
ble-coat consisting of a short wavy
outer coat containing an abundance of

natural oils ideally suited to meet the
harsh conditions of the Chesapeake
Bay marshes.

In the winter of 1807 an English ship
with two Newfoundland dogs on
board wrecked off the coast of
Maryland.  Everyone was saved and
the two dogs were given to a family of
dog lovers.  They were later bred with
local retrievers and became the new
breed that was first used for hunting
in the Chesapeake Bay.

“Careful breeding over the years has
created an outstanding retriever with
incredible enthusiasm and
endurance,” said Helm.  “Retrievers
are very popular among Louisiana
sportsmen and we think that some
people who might not be attracted to
the more traditional duck stamp art
might consider purchasing a print fea-
turing this dog.”  

The Louisiana Legislature authorized
the Louisiana Wa t e r f o w l
Conservation Stamp program in 1988.
The program was created to generate
revenues for conservation and
enhancement of waterfowl popula-
tions and habitats in Louisiana.  

During the last 19 years, more than $9
million has been generated for wet-
land conservation with approximately
$5 million spent on land acquisition.
In addition, revenues have supported
the Louisiana Waterfowl Project, a
cooperative endeavor between
LDWF, Ducks Unlimited and the fed-
eral Natural Resources Conservation
Service to provide habitat for water-
fowl and other wetland birds on pri-
vate lands.

Entries for the competition will be
accepted from Oct. 13 to Oct. 20.  To
enter, an artist must submit an origi-
nal, unpublished work of art, along
with a signed and notarized artist's
agreement and a $50 entry fee.
Entries should be addressed to Robert
Helm, Louisiana Wa t e r f o w l
Conservation Stamp Program,
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton
Rouge, LA 70808, or P.O. Box 98000,
Baton Rouge, LA 70898.

Judging for the art competition will be
based on the following criteria:

1. Accuracy of form, size, proportion,
color and posture.
2. Level and accuracy of detail in all
aspects of the anatomy of both the
retriever and waterfowl.
3. Appropriateness, accuracy and
detail in depiction of the habitat.
4. Attractiveness and creativity in
composition, subject, background and
lighting.
5. Suitability for reproduction as
stamps and prints.

A panel of judges with experience in
waterfowl biology and/or artistic
method will select the winning
design.  Judging will take place on
Oct. 22, at LDWF headquarters in
Baton Rouge.

The competition is open to all artists
18 years of age and older.  Employees
of LDWF and members of their
immediate families are ineligible.

For more information, contact Robert
Helm at 225-765-2358.
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GOVERNOR JINDAL DISCUSSES COASTAL RESTORATION

Governor Bobby Jindal,
Department of Transportation
and Development Secretary

William A n k n e r, LDWF Secretary
Robert Barham, and Coastal Activities
Director Garret Graves discussed the
use of the twin spans for coastal
restoration and hurricane protection
efforts during a press conference at
the University of New Orleans
Alumni Center in New Orleans on
June 10.

Governor Jindal said, “Using material
from the twin span bridges to build
reefs like these is a first in Louisiana.
In the past, limestone has been
shipped in from out of state, but this
historic project uses material already
on hand and reduces the cost of build-
ing this valuable habitat.  The remain-
ing material from building this reef
will be used for a variety of coastal
protection and restoration projects,
which will also provide additional
protection to our levees.  This is an
incredible joint effort and it proves
what we can do when we apply all of
our collective resources to our com-
mon priority of supporting our
wildlife and fisheries and further aid-
ing our vitally important coastal
restoration efforts.”

LDWF Secretary Robert Barham said,
“This project illustrates what govern-
mental and non-governmental entities
can accomplish in a cooperative effort
to benefit the public.” 

The Coastal Conservation Association
of Louisiana, in partnership with
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development and
NOAA Office of Coast Survey pro-

poses construction of two inshore arti-
ficial reefs in Lake Pontchartrain,
Louisiana.  The reefs are to be con-
structed of bridge rubble, will provide
hard-bottom habitat and will be
between one and two acres in size.
The reefs will be located in
Louisiana's Lake Pontchartrain at
selected sites between the Interstate
10 and Highway 11 bridges.

Construction of the new reefs are
scheduled for spring 2009 in Lake
Pontchartrain.  In the inshore coastal
areas, this program had traditionally
used crushed limestone to construct
low-relief “shell-pad” type structures
to enhance habitats and fisheries
resources.  This project proposes to
utilize bridge rubble to demonstrate
the use of alternate materials for habi-
tat and fishery benefits. 

The reefs will be constructed of rubble
from the demolition of two 500 foot
spans of the Interstate 10 Lake
Pontchartrain Bridge.  The concrete
will be removed by Boh Brothers
Construction onto barges and broken
into smaller dimensions.  The concrete
material will be transported to the per-
mitted and marked sites and placed on
the lake bottom.

Reef materials will be placed in two
sites, each one-acre in size but bound-
ed by a permitted area (each) of two
acres.  The locations of the two reefs
will be in the 3,200 acre section
between the I-10 twin spans and the
Highway 11 bridge near the St.
Tammany and Orleans parish line.
The locations will be in the no trawl
zone that prohibits any commercial
trawling in the area.  The locations are
absent of any other commercial fish-

ing.  The locations will be marked as
required by U.S. Coast Guard regula-
tions.

DOTD Secretary Bill Ankner has
established a selection team to review
proposals for the use of the remaining
twinspans.  The selection team will
coordinate their recommendations
with the Coastal Protection and
Restoration Authority to maximize
protection for south Louisiana.
DOTD has already committed to
using outdated concrete road barriers
from across the state as breakwaters to
protect shorelines along Lake
Pontchartrain from high wave action
and storm surges. 

DOTD is currently examining eight
project proposals from: Coastal
Conservation A s s o c i a t i o n - L o u i s i a n a ,
Greater New Orleans Expressway
Commission, Lake Catherine Civic
Association, Inc., Lake Pontchartrain
Basin Foundation, Louisiana
Department of Transportation and
Development, District 02, St.
Tammany Parish Office of Parish
President, Southeast Louisiana Flood
Protection Authority and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

This project provides site accessibility
to a large component of Louisiana's
population from numerous boat
launches and marinas.  The Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
will manage the Lake Pontchartrain
Reefs as part of its Artificial Reef
Program.  The location of the reefs
will be disseminated on the LDWF
Web site at www.wlf.state.la.us and
CCA's Web site at
www.CCALouisiana.com.
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For the latest news and information, 
visit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

Senator Mary Landrieu, when informed of the prop-
erty acquisition, said, “This unique collaboration
between public, private and nonprofit entities

demonstrates our shared commitment to preserving and
restoring Louisiana's vital wetlands.  I have long champi-
oned the protection and restoration of the vital ecosystem
along our coast, which provides a natural barrier of protec-
tion from storms.  I was also proud to secure an independ-
ent funding stream for this purpose in 2006 when
Congress passed the Domenici-Landrieu Gulf of Mexico
Energy Security Act. Protecting Louisiana's ecosystems is
not only critical for our communities -- it also greatly ben-
efits the rest of the nation that so relies on our Gulf
seafood industry and the domestic energy we produce off
our coast.”

To date, funding support from NOAA's Coastal and
Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP) has
helped to preserve more than 32,000 coastal acres
throughout the U.S.  In addition, $15 million is included
for the CELCP in the fiscal year 2009 budget request for
NOAA. 

“NOAA has been pleased to support the implementation
of the CELCP since its creation by Congress in 2002," said
David Kennedy, director of the Office of Ocean and
Coastal Resource Management.  "The CELCP's objective
-- to help permanently conserve lands in coastal and estu-
arine areas with significant ecological, conservation, his-
toric, aesthetic, or recreation values -- will clearly be met
by the protection of the Octavia tract addition to Joyce
WMA.“
“We are fortunate to have both private and governmental
funding sources able to support the department's land
acquisitions goals and help secure more public land for
conservation management and outdoor recreational use,”
said LWFC Chairman Patrick Morrow.

Joyce WMA is located five miles south of Hammond.  The
area consists of 12,809 acres donated to LDWF by the
Joyce Foundation in 1982 and 2,250 acres donated by
Guste Heirs in 1994.  An additional 850 acres and 484

acres are leased from the Joyce Foundation and the
Tangipahoa Parish School Board, respectively. With the
addition of the 7,274-acre Octavia tract and the 1,040-acre
Salmen tract also acquired from TCF this month, Joyce
WMA acreage now totals 24,707.

“The North American Wetlands Conservation A c t
(NAWCA) Council works closely with regional bird habi-
tat conservation groups such as the Gulf Coast Joint
Venture (GCJV) to stimulate partnerships that conserve
wetlands for birds,” said GCJV Coordinator Barry Wilson.
“The acquisition of this tract exemplifies both a commit-
ted group of partners and a tract of important migratory
bird habitat.”

The entire area is a wetland within the Pontchartrain Basin
and consists primarily of cypress-tupelo swamp.  A large
portion of the area is a dense shrub-marsh community with
red maple, wax-myrtle, red bay, and younger cypress-
tupelo.  A 500-acre fresh marsh of primarily maiden-cane
is located on the northern portion of the property.

Game species found within the WMA include deer, rab-
bits, squirrel and waterfowl.  The primary importance of
the tract to hunters is its waterfowl resource.  Mallard and
woodduck are the major species using the area along with
gadwall, widgeon and pintail occurring less frequently.
Trapping is permitted for raccoon, nutria, muskrat, otter,
mink and opossum.  Alligators are also common on the
area. 

An elevated boardwalk constructed in 1990 at the north-
west corner of the WMA provides visitors easy access to
view wildlife and vegetation within the ecosystem.  For
more information and directions to Joyce WMA, visit the
LDWF Web site at www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

For more information, contact Bo Boehringer, LDWF
P ress Secre t a ry, ph. 225-765-5115 or
bboehringer@wlf.louisiana.gov; or 
Vanessa Vaughan, TCF Media Relations Manager, ph.
703-908-5809 or vvaughan@conservationfund.org.
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