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HURRICANE RITA IMPACTED FRESHWATER FISHERIES IN SOUTH-
WEST LOUISIANA, SAYS L.D.W.F. BIOLOGIST

ity in southwest Louisiana when she roared

ashore just before daybreak on Sept. 24,
2005. The areas that were hardest hit included the
low-lying areas of Vermilion and Cameron parishes
below the Gulf Intracoastal Canal.

I I urricane Rita effected more than just human-

Coastal areas under water control management were
inundated with saltwater as a result of storm surge.
Strong winds caused sediment turnover in area
waterways, which stimulated decaying organic
matter and depleted oxygen levels throughout the
water column. "Wide-spread fish kills were noted
along the coast from Vermilion Bay to Sabine
Lake,"” according to Bobby Reed, Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF)
Inland Fisheries biologist.

LDWF File Photo

The drought before Rita and the storm's lack of significant
rain left vast areas of salt water with no chance of dilution.
In addition to fish Kills, the pooled salt water had adverse
affects on freshwater marsh vegetation as well. The decay-
ing vegetation led to anoxic conditions that also killed fish,
both fresh and salt water species. Poor water quality con-
tinued for many weeks during fall months with the
Mermentau and Calcasieu rivers showing the lingering
effects. However, the Sabine River was unaffected by the
storm surge.

Less than average rainfall this winter contributed to the
slow return of fresh water. "High water events on area
rivers will bring about the return of good water and restock
the lower reaches and coastal marshes with fish from
upstream,” said Reed. "We have a lot of dead and dying
vegetation everywhere along our waterways and this caus-
es oxygen depletion during the decaying process. When
temperatures warm up this spring | am concerned about
residual fish kills throughout the region."

Inland Fisheries is currently developing a statewide
resource recovery plan for those areas damaged as a result
of hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Division biologists are

SW Louisiana storm surge from Hurricane Rita

sampling area waterways to monitor habitat and resource
recovery. As the freshwater habitat recovers, LDWF will
be prepared to initiate a stocking plan if needed and issue
periodic announcements to keep residents informed of
actions taken.

"While fishing in many coastal areas may be hit and miss,
upland reservoirs such as Anacoco, Bundick, Vernon and
Toledo Bend, which were unaffected by the storm, should
provide opportunities,” said Reed. "Salt water fishing
should be good this summer as well."

For more information, contact Bobby Reed at 337-491-
2577 or breed@wlIf.louisiana.gov.
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SHRIMP SEASON IN BRETON AND CHANDELEUR SOUNDS
EXTENDED AND PORTION OF LOUISIANA OFFSHORE
TERRITORIAL WATERS REOPENED TO SHRIMPING

ouisiana  Department  of
LWiIdIife and Fisheries

(LDWF) Secretary Dwight
Landreneau announced that the
shrimp season in the open waters of
Breton and Chandeleur Sounds as
described by the double-rig line (LA
R.S.56:495.1(A)2) shall be extended
until 6 a.m., April 7, 2006 and the

reopening of a portion of Louisiana
offshore territorial waters to shrimp-

ing.

That portion of Louisiana offshore
territorial waters south of the
Inside/Qutside Shrimp Line as
described in R.S.56:495, from the
eastern shore of the Atchafalaya River
Ship Channel at Eugene Island as
delineated by the Channel red buoy
line to the to the U.S. Coast Guard
navigational light off the northwest
shore of Caillou Boca at 29 degrees
03 minutes 10 seconds north latitude

and 90 degrees 50 minutes 27 seconds
west longitude, will reopen to shrimp-
ing on April 10, 2006 at 6 a.m.

Recent fisheries dependent data indi-
cate that sufficient quantities of mar-
ketable white shrimp remain in
Breton and Chandeleur Sounds and
this extension of the shrimp season
should provide added economic
opportunity to shrimpers while limit-
ing risk to early recruiting brown
shrimp. According to the most recent
trawl samples taken by Marine
Fisheries Division biologists, small
white shrimp, which have occupied
portions of state outside waters from
January through March, are no longer
present in the area to be opened.
Significant numbers of small white
shrimp still remain in state outside
waters west of the Atchafalaya River
Ship to the western shore of
Freshwater Bayou Canal at longitude

92 degrees 18 minutes 33 seconds
west longitude and this area will
remain closed until further notice.

Preliminary LDWF trip ticket report
data indicate that 2005 Louisiana
shrimp landings (all species com-
bined) totaled approximately 102.5
million pounds and had a dock-side
value of $133.2 million. White shrimp
landings accounted for 60 percent of
total shrimp landings and 68.5 percent
of the value.

The opening dates for the 2006 spring
inshore shrimp season will be consid-
ered by the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission at the May 4
meeting to be held at LDWF head-
quarters.

For more information, contact Martin
Bourgeois at 985-594-4130 or
mbourgeois@wlIf.louisiana.gov.

L.W.F.C. SETS AGENDA FOR APRIL MEETING

has set the next regular public board meeting for

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

9:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 6, 2006, at the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Building

located at 2000 Quail Drive in Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of March 2, 2006

3. Commission Special Announcements

6. Presentation of Certificates for New Natural Areas

7. Rule Ratification - Possession of Potentially Dangerous
Wild Quadrupeds and Non-Human Primates

8. Public Comments - 2006/07 Hunting Seasons &
General & WMA Hunting Rules and Regulations

9. Recognition of Region 7 Staff for Turkey Trapping

Efforts for Research

10. Set August 2006 Meeting Date

4. Official Launch of the Department's New Web site

11. Public Comments

5. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March

12. Adjournment
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LITTER VIOLATORS CITED IN FOUR PARISHES

ouisiana  Department  of
LWiIdIife and Fisheries (LDWF)

Enforcement Division agents
cited 30 individuals for alleged viola-
tions of the state's litter laws during the
first two months of 2006 in Ascension,
East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana and
West Feliciana parishes.

Agents assigned to these parishes
issued 14 litter citations in Ascension
Parish, six each in East Baton Rouge
and East Feliciana parishes, and four
in West Feliciana Parish.

Simple littering occurs most often after
trash is irresponsibly placed in the bed
of a truck or the back of a boat creating
a condition that the person knew or
should have known was likely to result
in the disposal of litter. The fine for

simple littering is $75, or the violator
may be given the option to perform
eight hours of community service in a
litter abatement work program in lieu
of the fine. Intentional littering gener-

ally occurs when a person throws
trash from a vehicle or boat. The fine
for intentional littering is $250, plus
eight hours of community service in a
litter abatement work program.

Gross littering occurs when someone
dumps household garbage, refuse, etc.
at an unapproved site. Fines for gross
littering range from $500 to $1000 and
also include eight hours of community
service in a litter abatement work pro-
gram.

The majority of the litter cases made in
the above listed parishes were for
gross littering.

For more information, contact Lt. Col.
Keith LaCaze at 225-765-2469.

EIGHT MEN CITED FOR UNAPPROVED OYSTER HARVEST

(LDWF) Enforcement Division agents cited eight
Houma men for allegedly taking oysters from an
unapproved area near Cox Bay on March 16.

I ouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

The Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) Oyster
Water Monitoring Program closed this area of Cox Bay
due to high levels of potentially harmful bacteria. DHH
issues maps quarterly to designate open and closed oyster
areas depending on bacteria counts.

Emiliano A. Carvajal, 41, Bonifacio Duran Samites, 36,
Pablo Tenorio Valladarez, 47, Pablo T. Ruiz, 21, Conrado
Lara Aguilar, 21, Armando Torres Aguilar, 43, Camilo
Aguilar, 22, and Juan M. Negrete, 50 all from Houma,
Louisiana were seen dredging for oysters near Cox Bay
located in Plaguemines Parish.

The Enforcement Division's Oyster Strike Force seized
and returned 43 sacks of oysters to the water and placed six
oyster dredges and three boats under a seizure order.

Agents participating in the case were Lt. Stephen
McManus and Sgt. Bryan Marie.

If convicted, each person face penalties of up to $750 in
fines, up to 120 days in jail, or both plus court costs.
Additionally, each person is subject to revocation of com-
mercial fishing licenses.

For the first offense the license or licenses will be suspend-
ed for one year. For the second and subsequent offenses the
license or licenses will be suspended for three years.

Furthermore, any person convicted of any violation of the
provisions of this subsection will be mandated for one year
to harvest oysters from a vessel equipped with a vessel
monitoring system that the LDWF will have access to
monitor.

For more information, contact Lt. Col. Keith LaCaze at
225-765-2469 or klacaze@wlf.louisiana.gov.
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2006 NATIONAL SURVEY OF FISHING, HUNTING AND WILDLIFE

ASSOCIATED RECREATION UNDERWAY
The "2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Landreneau said. "The answers provided give us valuable

Wildlife Associated Recreation™ began yesterday
and will run through May 31. The survey is spon-

sored by the U.S. Fish and

information on the present state of outdoor recreation and
will help guide our decision making in the future.”

Wildlife Service and is sup-
ported by the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF).

The surveys are conducted

ke The answers provided give us
valuable information on the pres-
ent state of outdoor recreation
and will help guide our decision

A random sample size of
85,000 households will be
used for the survey. A second
wave of surveys will be con-
ducted in September and
October of 2006, and a third

every five years primarily by|making in the future? said|survey will be conducted in
phone to update information . January and February of 2007.
about fish and wildlife related LDWF Secretary DWIght

recreation. The surveys are Landreneau. Preliminary survey findings

used to analyze trends in par-
ticipation and expenditures

and to estimate demands for outdoor recreation.
Participation in the survey is voluntary and all answers are

confidential.

"LDWE is encouraging all outdoor enthusiasts and con-

will be available in the spring
of 2007. Final reports will be

issued in the fall of 2007. The Multistate Conservation
Grant Program funds the surveys.

For more information, contact Adam Einck at 225-765-

servationists to participate,” LDWF Secretary Dwight

2465 or aeinck@wlf.louisiana.gov.

PINEVILLE NIGHT HUNTER SENTENCED IN RAPIDES PARISH BY
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTH JUDGE IN FEBRUARY

ason Paul Lachney, 23, of
J Pineville entered a guilty plea and

received sentencing from Ninth
Judicial District Court Judge Donald
T. Johnson On Feb. 21. Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Enforcement Division agents arrested
Lachney in November of 2003 after an
investigation stemming from a Nov.
12, 2003 illegal night hunting inci-
dent.

After accepting the guilty plea, Judge
Johnson sentenced Lachney to pay a

fine of $900 for hunting deer at night,
$350 for hunting deer in a closed area
and $300 for flight from an officer.
Lachney was also ordered to pay court
costs in the amount of $149 for each
charge and pay $300 to Louisiana
Operation Game Thief, the state’s
anti-poaching reward fund. The fines,
court costs and restitution amounted
to $1,999.

Judge Johnson also ordered Lachney
to receive a 120 day suspended jail
term, supervised probation for two

years, loss of hunting privileges for
five years and forfeiture of his
firearm.

Rapides Parish Assistant District
Attorney Mike Shannon handled pros-
ecution of the case for the state.
Agents participating in the case were
Lt. Eric Stokes, Sr. Agent Rick
Markway and Sr. Agent Spencer Cole.

For more information contact Lt. Col.
Keith LaCaze at 225-765 2469 or kla -
caze@wilf.louisiana.gov.

For the latest news, maps and information,
visit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.



